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REV.  WILLIAM  CLARENCE  LYERLY 


Born  in  Rowan  County,  November  8,  1889:  a  son  of  Albert  L.  Lyerly, 
a  descendent  of  Christopher  Lyerly,  German  Lutheran  layman,  and 
of  Fannie  Elizabeth  Roseman,  granddaughter  of  Adam  Roseman,  Esq., 
Elder  to  the  first  Classis  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  North  Carolina. 

Dedicated  to  God  in  Holy  Baptism  in  Mt.  Hope  Reformed  Church 
February  16,  1890;  Confirmed  in  Bethany  Reformed  Church  at 
Crescent  Easter  day  1905;  Licensed  by  the  Miami  Classis,  Ohio  Synod, 
May  5,  1914;  Ordained  to  the  Ministry  in  Bear  Creek  Reformed 
Church  June  14,  1914.  Dr.  J.  M.  L.  Lyerly  was  the  Minister  in  all 
these  Rites  of  the  Church,  assisted  in  the  Ordination  by  Revs.  John 
A.  Koons  and  Paul  Barringer,  D.  D. 

Graduate  of  Crescent  Academy  1905,  Heidelberg  College,  Tiffin,  0., 
1910,  Central  Theological  Seminary  1914;  and  attended  summer 
school  Northwestern  University  1926. 

Member  of  the  Utah  Gospel  Mission  1910-1911  in  Idaho  and  Utah, 
student  supply  of  Second  Lexington  1912,  student  supply  of  Spring- 
boro,  O.,  1912-1914. 

Pastor  of  the  Bear  Creek  charge  May  1,  1914-April  30,  1918;  Trin- 
ity, Concord,  May  1,  1918-November  30,  1927;  stated  supply  Gilead 
Charge  May  1,  1918-April  30,  1923;  the  South  Fork  Charge  December 
1,  1927-March  30,  1931;  First  Greensboro  April  1,  1931-August  31, 
1937;  Emanuel  Charge  May  15,  1938—. 

President  of  the  Classis:  1924  and  1931.  Member  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  Nazareth  Orphans'  Home  and  Secretary  of  the  Board 
1923 — .  Member  of  the  Commission  on  Benevolent  Institutions  of 
the  General  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church  1939 — . 

Married  Miss  Helen  Alma  Lentz,  daughter  of  Elder  and  Mrs.  M. 
G.  Lentz  of  the  Bear  Creek  congregation,  June  17,  1919.  They  have 
four  sons:  William  Clarence,  Jr.,  Ray  Lentz,  Albert  Malcolm  and 
Harvey  Dick. 
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HISTORICAL  SKETCH 

Emanuel  Reformed  Church 

"The  proper  name  of  the  Church  has  always  been  Emanuel."*  The 
oldest  records  now  extant,  dating  from  the  ministry  of  the  Rev.  P. 
Allison  Long,  and  written  by  Elder  Absolom  L.  Grimes,  name  the 
Church  Emanuel.  There  are  three  forms  for  this  name:  Emmanuel 
(Matthew  1:23,  King  James  Version)  the  Greek  form;  Immanuel 
(Isaiah  7:14  and  Matthew  1:23,  American  Revised  Version)  the 
Hebrew  form;  and  Emanuel  as  in  the  Church  records.  It  means 
"God  with  us."  That  is  what  a  Church  should  be,  a  place  of  meeting 
where  the  Almighty  overshadows  and  the  people  are  aware  of  the 
Presence  of  God.  Immanuel  was  the  name  God  gave  His  Son,  the 
living  God  clothed  in  human  flesh.  Emanuel  Church  has  been  a  wit- 
ness to  the  living  God  thru  all  the  years.  Emanuel  is  a  Christian 
Church.    "Christ  Jesus  himself  is  the  chief  cornerstone." 

THE  BOWER'S  MEETING  HOUSE 

Prior  to  the  Emanuel  Church  a  log  house  stood  on  the  grounds. 
It  was  used  for  religious  services  when  a  Pastor  or  a  Missionary  sent 
by  the  Synod  could  visit  the  community.  It  was  also  used  for  a  school 
when  a  teacher  could  be  found.  It  was  the  day  when  all  the  education 
was  under  the  control  and  entirely  supported  by  the  Church.  This 
log  house  was  commonly  known  as  "Bower's  Meeting  House."  It  was 
on  land  owned  by  Jacob  Bowers,  a  member  of  the  Reformed  faith. 
Later  his  daughter  deeded  a  parcel  of  land  to  the  Church. 

THE  DEED  FOR  THE  LAND 

"The  deed  to  the  church  lands  bears  the  date  of  February  20,  1813. 
It  was  made  to  Philip  Kanoy,  Jacob  Myers,  Sr.,  and  John  Bowers  by 
John  Myers  and  his  wife  Elizabeth.  The  original  tract  contained 
three  acres  and  the  consideration  was  five  dollars."*  Elizabeth 
Myers  was  the  daughter  of  Jacob  Bowers,  and  John  Bowers  was  her 
brother.  It  is  evident  that  the  burial  ground  was  laid  out  many 
years  before  the  deed  was  given.  "The  oldest  tombstone  bearing  a 
date  has  upon  it  the  year  1808,  though  some  graves  in  those  early 
years  are  not  marked."*  There  is  a  large  section  north  of  the  Church 
that  is  unmarked.  Unhewn  stones  indicate  very  old  graves.  Many 
of  these  have  already  crumbled. 

A  UNION  CHURCH 

The  three  men  named  in  the  deed  are  "called  Elders  of  the  Presby- 
terian and  Lutherian  German  Churches."*  These  pioneers  were  of 
German  ancestry.    They  began  coming  into  this  section  of  North 
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Carolina  about  1745.  They  came  out  of  their  fatherland  because 
of  the  oppression  of  war  and  the  intolerance  of  religion.  Many  were 
from  the  Palatinate.  They  were  of  the  Reformed  and  the  Lutheran 
faith.  Some  came  here  thru  the  port  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  Most  of 
them  came  thru  the  port  at  Philadelphia,  and  from  Pennsylvania. 
William  Penn  had  offered  land  to  these  poor  Germans  who  were 
seeking  a  home  in  the  new  world  where  they  would  have  religious 
and  civil  liberty.  When  they  came  into  North  Carolina  they  took  up 
land  along  the  rivers  and  creeks.  They  built  their  homes  in  the  low 
lands  where  springs  of  flowing  waters  were  found. 

OLDER  CHURCHES 

Many  of  the  Churches  are  much  older  than  Emanuel.  Brick 
Church  (Clapp's)  in  Guilford,  Pilgrim  (Leonard's)  in  Davidson, 
Grace  (Lowerstone)  in  Rowan,  St.  Paul's  in  Catawba,  and  Daniel's 
in  Lincoln/ and  others  were  well  established  congregations  long  before 
Bower's  Meeting  House  was  hewn  out  of  the  trees  of  the  forest. 
These  German  pioneers  brought  with  them  their  Bibles,  Catechisms, 
and  Hymn  Books.  They  came  to  build  homes  and  a  new  civilization 
in  this  western  world.  If  they  were  slow  in  building  Churches  we 
should  be  reminded  that  they  were  very  poor. 

THE  HOUSE  OF  WORSHIP 

"The  second  house  of  worship  was  commenced  in  the  year  1813 
and  finished  in  1814."*  This  was  a  frame  building,  two  stories  in 
height.  There  was  a  gallery  on  three  sides.  On  the  north  was  the 
high  pulpit  in  which  the  Minister  stood  up  to  preach  the  Word.  In 
those  days  churches  were  built  for  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel.  There 
were  no  Sunday  Schools.  Pastors  often  conducted  catechetical  schools 
for  the  instruction  of  members  in  the  faith,  particularly  the  doctrinal 
system  of  the  Church.  This  style  of  the  Church  was  typical  of  the 
Union  Lutheran  and  Reformed  Churches  of  that  age.  No  picture  of 
the  Church  was  made.  Its  style  is  preserved  in  old  St.  Paul's  in 
Catawba  County,  a  frame  Church  erected  about  the  same  time,  and 
in  Grace  (Lowerstone)  in  Rowan  County,  a  stone  building  erected  in 
the  year  1795.  This  church  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  Sunday  after- 
noon, January  12,  190$.  There  are  many  living  who  experienced  the 
sadness  of  that  afternoon  hour  when  the  old  Church  perished  forever 
from  their  sight. 

THE  CHURCH  TODAY 

"But  on  the  site  of  the  burned  church  another  much  handsomer  was 
erected  the  following  year,  surmounted  by  a  graceful  tower  in  which 
hangs  a  bell  to  summons  worshippers  to  the  house  of  God.":;:  Both 
Lutheran  and  Reformed  joined  hand  and  heart  in  the  building  of  the 
new  church.    The  pastor  at  that  time  was  the  Rev.  Clarence  Clapp. 
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He  was  a  son  of  the  Rev.  Jacob  C.  Clapp,  D.  D.,  whose  long  ministry 
was  a  benediction  to  the  whole  church  in  North  Carolina.  The  Church 
has  no  record  of  the  cost,  or  of  the  dedication.  It  was  finished  and 
used  for  worship  before  the  end  of  the  year  1902. 

THE  REFORMED  BUY  THE  LUTHERAN  INTEREST 

In  the  year  1925,  after  111  years  of  united  worship  and  work,  the 
Lutheran  Church  decided  to  disband.  They  sold  their  interest  in  the 
property  to  the  Reformed  for  the  sum  of  $400.00.  Today  Emanuel 
is  a  Reformed  Church,  a  Church  of  the  Southern  Synod  of  the  Evan- 
gelical and  Reformed  Church.  However  many  of  the  Lutheran  people 
continue  to  use  the  burial  ground.  It  is  a  free  burying  ground  and 
the  Church  is  opened  to  all  funerals.  In  the  year  1926  the  Church 
was  enlarged  by  the  building  of  seven  rooms,  two  of  these  opening 
up  as  "transcept  rooms"  to  the  Sanctuary.  A  front  portico  was  built. 
The  Building  Committee  was:  John  W.  Bowers,  Jesse  E.  Myers  and 
Charles  H.  Shuler,  Treasurer.  A  large  donation  of  timber  was  made 
by  Elder  John  W.  Bowers.  All  the  members  had  a  mind  to  work. 
The  new  Church,  enlarged,  reroofed,  and  painted  outside  and  inside, 
was  ready  for  dedication  August  29,  1926.  More  than  $2600.00  had 
been  expended.  They  called  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Leonard,  D.  D.,  to  preach 
the  sermon.  In  February,  1938,  new  hardwood  pews,  modern  in 
design,  were  installed  in  the  Sanctuary  and  the  two  transcept  rooms 
at  a  cost  of  about  $1100.00,  and  new  carpet  and  other  furnishings 
were  placed  at  a  cost  of  $200.00.  In  the  summer  of  1939  the  church 
was  reroofed  at  a  cost  of  $400.00.  This  is  the  Church  as  it  is  pictured 
on  the  cover  of  this  book.  The  Church  sets  on  an  elevation.  As  you 
approach  you  may  say  with  the  Psalmist  "beautiful  for  situation." 
When  you  stand  within  the  Sanctuary  the  words  of  the  Prophet  are 
heard : 

"The  Lord  is  in  His  Holy  Temple, 
Let  all  the  earth  keep  silence  before  Him."  Hab.  2:20. 

THE  FIRST  PASTORAL  CHARGE 

The  first  pastoral  charge  in  which  Emanuel  was  placed  was  the 
Davidson  charge,  composed  of  all  the  churches  in  what  is  now  David- 
son County:  Pilgrim,  Beck's,  Bethany,  Beulah,  and  Emanuel.  Pastors 
of  the  Davidson  charge  from  1812-1827  as  recorded  in  the  Historic 
Sketch  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  North  Carolina  are  as  follows: 
"Revs.  G.  Boger,  J.  R.  Riley,  Wm.  Weinel,  H.  Diffenbach,  J.  Scholl, 
J.  S.  Ebaugh,  G.  Leidy  and  J.  Rudy."*  It  is  evident  that  some  of 
these  were  Missionaries  sent  by  the  Synod,  as  the  Rev.  J.  Ross  Riley. 
Rev.  Wm.  Hauck  was  pastor  1828-1832.  He  was  elected  the  President 
of  the  first  Classis  at  Brick  Church  in  1831.  Rev.  W.  C.  Bennet  was 
pastor  1833-37.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Classis  in  1833  when 
he  was  reported  as  pastor  of  congregations  in  South  Carolina.  He 
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was  dismissed  in  1837  to  Zion's  Classis.  Rev.  David  Crooks  became 
pastor  in  1838  and  served  8  years.  The  oldest  record  of  members  is  a 
list  as  recorded  in  1845  near  the  end  of  his  ministry.  It  is  so  valua- 
ble that  the  names  are  given: 


In  the  second  book  a  brief  history  reads:  "After  which  Rev.  Jones 
preached  for  the  congregation  a  short  time."  If  this  record  of  1889 
is  authentic  the  Rev.  Jones  was  an  itinerant  Minister,  probably  of 
some  other  church.  The  records  are  that  Rev.  F.  Plassman  was  pastor 
for  a  year  following  Rev.  David  Crooks.  The  Rev.  Thornton  Butler 
was  pastor  two  times,  1848-51,  1856-57.  There  is  a  roll  of  members 
of  1849.  The  Church  had  lost  some.  There  were  only  28  names,  6 
less  than  in  1845.  But  there  are  6  additional  names  of  "Colored 
Members,"  enrolled.  Four  of  these  are  by  the  name  Grimes  and  two 
named  Myers.  It  was  the  time  of  slavery.  These  members  of  the 
church  who  owned  slaves  offered  them  the  means  of  grace  of  their 
own  church,  admitted  them  to  their  membership  and  communion,  and 
taught  them  the  Christian  faith.  Thru  all  these  years  Emanuel  has 
kept  her  doors  open  to  the  colored  race.  The  oldest  member  on  the 
roll  is  Harriott  Johnson,  commonly  known  as  Aunt  Harriott  Grimes. 
She  came  to  the  home  of  Elder  A.  L.  Grimes  about  the  beginning  of 
the  Civil  War,  united  with  the  Church  during  the  ministry  of  the 
Rev.  P.  Allison  Long,  and  has  thru  all  these  years  lived  with  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Grimes  family.  Though  near  90  years  of  age  she  comes 
to  Church  and  occupies  a  pew  near  the  door. 

The  Rev.  William  Sorber  was  pastor  1853-56.  The  record  reads 
"he  labored  successfully  for  a  short  time."  The  roll  of  1853  contains 
53  names,  a  great  increase.  In  this  roll  is  the  name  of  Thomas  W.  S. 
Grimes. 


Absolom  L.  Grimes 
Catharine  Grimes 
David  Myers 
Catharine  Myers 
Lewis  Livengood 
Phebe  Livengood 
Michael  Myers 
Susanna  Myers 
George  Black 
John  Black 
Elizabeth  Black 
Samuel  Black 
Molly  Black 
Daniel  Lore 
Sally  Lore 
Solomon  Lore 
Rachael  Conrad 


Mary  Lore 
Eve  Curry 
Diana  Trotter 
Elizabeth  Bowers 
Polly  Fouts 
Christiena  Fouts 
Elizabeth  Fouts 
Wm.  Sullivan 
Margaret  Sullivan 
Andrew  Myers 
Magdalena  B.  Fouts 
Sarah  Myers 
Polly  Ann  Myers 
Catharine  Hayworth 
David  Curry 
Esther  Curry 
Charlotte  Lore 


6 


THE  LOWER  DAVIDSON  CHARGE 
The  Rev.  P.  Allison  Long  became  pastor  in  1858  and  served  till  1866 
or  later.  It  was  during  his  pastorate  that  the  Davidson  charge  was 
divided.  •  He  kept  the  Lower  Davidson  as  his  field  of  labor.  The 
record  reads:  "The  congregation  No.  about  80  members  when  politi- 
cal matters  encumbered  the  church  to  its  own  hurt  aitd  Rev.  Long 
resigned."  We  have  the  first  record  of  baptism  of  children  during 
his  ministry.  October  12,  1861,  Mary  Catharine  and  Martha  Jane, 
children  of  Wilson  L.  and  Susan  B.  Myers,  were  baptized.  August 
10,  1862,  Bethlehem  Black,  son  of  George  Black,  was  baptized.  Later 
he  became  a  member  of  Calvary  and  served  as  an  Elder  for  a  long 
life.  Now  it  does  not  mean  that  these  Godly  people  neglected  this 
Sacrament.  They  did  present  their  children  to  God,  only  the  records 
were  not  kept.  Many  members  of  the  Church  today  need  to  be  re- 
minded that  it  is  the  teaching  of  our  Church  that  Christian  parents 
should  present  their  children  in  the  Church  and  dedicate  them  to  God 
in  Baptism  and  train  them  up  in  the  "doctrines  and  duties  of  our 
holy  religion." 

The  roll  of  members  in  1866  listed  108  members  and  3  "colored 
members."  Some  who  are  living  today  remember  the  saintly  Mr. 
Long.  He  came  to  Church  in  a  two-wheeled  "sulky,"  a  carriage  that 
only  tlie  rich  could  buy.  The  large  increase  in  membership  tells  us 
of  the  spiritual  prosperity  in  the  church.  The  war  took  some  of  the 
members.  Spiritual  death  came  in  the  wake  of  the  war,  the  "political 
matters,"  and  senility,  and  lowered  morals — all  these  brought  Emanuel 
very  low  for  almost  one  full  generation. 

THE  CONSISTORY 

The  first  minutes  of  the  Consistory  date  from  1866.  The  members 
were:  John  A.  Long,  David  Myers,  W.  L.  Myers,  Andrew  Sechrist, 
Solomon  Lore  and  A.  L.  Grimes.  The  Rev.  P.  Allison  Long  was 
pastor.  A.  L.  Grimes  was  secretary.  All  the  records  up  to  this  time, 
namely  the  rolls  of  1845,  1849,  1853,  and  1866  are  the  writing  of 
Secretary  Grimes,  and  the  first  three  are  copies  from  older  records 
and  marked  on  the  margin  "transferred."  The  Consistory  records 
deal  with  the  spiritual  state  of  the  members.  Some  are  considered 
as  "unworthy  of  membership  in  the  church,"  others  are  charged  with 
"drunkenness."  It  is  significant  that  "accused  plead  guilty,  mani- 
fested great  penitence,  promised  to  amend."  Some  were  suspended 
for  a  season,  and  then  restored  to  full  membership. 

The  Consistory  on  April  14,  1861,  "Adopted  Systematic  Rules  of 
Benevolence  and  Divided  out  the  members  into  Classes  or  Divisions." 
This  had  been  proposed  August  11,  1860,  and  presented  to  the  congre- 
gation August  25,  1860.  The  congregation  did  not  act  on  "account 
of  the  Absence  of  some  of  the  members"  but  "adjourned  to  meet  the 
12th  day  of  October,  1860."  This  is  the  first  record  concerning 
benevolences,  in  which  Emanuel  has  not  had  a  worthy  share. 


THE  LORD'S  TABLE 

Records  show  that  the  Lord's  Supper  was  administered.  "The 
Consistory  met  after  preaching."  It  was  the  "preparatory  service" 
on  Saturday,  August  11,  1866.  "It  was  suggested  that  we  inquire 
whether  there  was  any  belonging  to  the  Church  not  worthy  to  come 
around  the  Table  for  the  reception  of  the  Lord's  Supper."  It  follows 
that  some  were  "cited  to  attend  trial"  and  others  were  "restored  to 
full  membership."  "They  promised  to  try  and  live  better  men."  Also 
the  accusation  against  some  were  that  "they  did  not  attend  Church" 
and  "unworthy  of  belonging  to  the  Church"  and  their  "membership 
was  rescinded." 

REVIVALS  OR  PROTRACTED  MEETINGS 
The  records  also  tell  us  about  the  revivals  or  "protracted  meetings" 
that  have  been  very  fruitful  in  the  Emanuel  church.  These  annual 
meetings  are  a  part  of  the  life  and  the  ministry  of  the  church  to  this 
day.  "Preaching  on  Sunday  night  and  Monday  at  11  A.  M.  The 
Lord  met  with  the  meeting  and  converted  Two  and  there  were  three 
mourners.  Service  closed  until  evening.  Preaching  at  night.  Two 
more  penitents."  "The  Lord  met  with  all  the  professed  followers  of 
the  Lord."  In  those  dark  days  following  the  war  the  Church  thru 
the  pastor  and  the  consistory  was  mindful  of  the  spiritual  needs  of 
the  people.  How  long  the  Church  was  without  a  Minister  following 
1866  is  not  known.  The  records  state  that  Rev.  Jesse  W.  Cecil  was 
pastor  for  about  a  year,  probably  1871-72.  He  served  again  a  second 
time  1892-93. 

THE  LONGEST  PASTORATE 

The  longest  pastorate  was  that  of  the  Rev.  Michael  L.  Hedrick: 
1873-1887.  There  are  no  records  except  that  "in  1887  the  congrega- 
tion No  50  mem."  The  pastor  was  a  native  of  Davidson  county,  was 
licensed  during  the  war,  taught  school,  and  made  his  living  on  the 
farm.  The  Rev.  Allen  R.  Holshouser  was  pastor  1889-92.  "At  this 
time  (Nov.  1889)  the  congregation  is  in  fair  condition  numbering 
about  115."  In  a  short  time  the  new  pastor  had  more  than  doubled 
the  membership  of  the  Church.  The  roll  of  1889  contains  121  names. 
Twenty-seven  are  living  to  this  day,  and  the  following  are  on  the 
roll  at  Emanuel: 

Harriott  Johnson  Grimes  Thomas  L.  Myers 

John  W.  Bowers  Mrs.  Ellen  M.  Lohr 

Mrs.  Almeta  J.  Myers  Mrs.  R.  C.  Myers 

Mrs.  Laura  Myers  Mrs.  Sarah  L.  Sullivan 

H.  A.  Grimes  R.  Cicero  Myers 

Mrs.  Lucinda  E.  Bowers  Mrs.  Elnora  Myers 

Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Myers  Mrs.  L.  Augusta  E.  Myers 

Mrs.  Mattie  L.  Grimes  Mrs.  Louella  J.  Sechrist 

Mrs.  Maggie  C.  Sullivan 
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Twenty  members  were  added  in  1890,  9  more  in  1893,  and  10  more 
in  1894.  This  was  the  time  when  Emanuel  was  coming  again.  During 
this  time  Emanuel  aided  in  building  a  parsonage  for  the  Lower 
Davidson  charge  on  a  parcel  of  land  near  Hedrick's  Grove.  Rev. 
William  H.  McNairy  became  pastor  in  1894,  and  served  2  years. 

THE  THOMASVILLE  CHARGE 

In  1896  there  was  another  division  of  charges.  Calvary  Church 
had  been  organized  in  1891  and  Heidelberg  in  Thomasville  in  1893. 
These  needed  a  pastor  living  in  Thomasville.  Emanuel  was  placed 
with  them  in  the  Thomasville  charge.  Rev.  Clarence  Clapp  was  called 
to  the  pastorate.  The  Elders  at  that  time  were  T.  W.  S.  Grimes,  H. 
A.  Grimes  and  J.  W.  Fouts,  and 
Deacons  were  J.  W.  Bowers,  A. 
L.  Shuler  and  L.  W.  Myers. 
Other  pastors  who  served  the 
Thomasville  charge  were:  Rev. 
Walter  W.  Rowe,  1902-03,  Rev. 
Jacob  N.  Faust  1903-04,  Rev. 
Frederick  Cromer  1904-05,  Rev. 
Lucian  W.  Showers  1905-06, 
Rev.  Irvin  S.  Ditzler  1907-08, 
and  Rev.  Clarence  Woods  1910- 
13.  Emanuel  helped  to  build 
the  parsonage  in  Thomasville. 

THE  CENTENNIAL 
1913 

The  Centennial  was  fittingly 
observed  August  16-17,  1913.  A 
program  of  this  celebration  has 
been  preserved.  Speakers  on 
Saturday  were  Revs.  Walter  W. 
Rowe,  D.  D.,  Wm.  H.  McNairy, 
D.  D.,  and  J.  C.  Leonard,  D.  D.; 
and  Elders  T.  W.  S.  Grimes  and 
John  W.  Bowers.  The  paper  of  Elder  Grimes  has  been  preserved  by 
one  of  his  sons,  from  which  the  following  is  taken: 

"The  first  house  of  worship  built  on  the  grounds  here  was  a  log 
structure.  It  was  preceded  no  doubt  by  a  brush  arbor  under  which 
services  were  held  whenever  a  visiting  minister  could  be  secured. 
Services  were  also  held  in  the  homes  of  the  people  whenever  a  minister 
or  school  teacher  could  be  pressed  into  service.  Prayer  meetings  and 
even  preaching  services  were  often  held  by  the  elders  of  the  church 
in  the  long  intervals  when  no  minister  could  be  had.  The  log  house 
was  held  for  both  school  and  church  purposes.    In  those  days  all  the 


T.  W.  S.  Grimes 
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preaching  and  singing  was  in  the  German  language,  and  both  old 
and  young  spoke  the  German  language." 

Writing  of  the  Church  that  was  destroyed  by  fire:  "This  was  a 
church  made  sacred  to  hundreds  by  the  holy  memories  coming  down 
from  the  past.  Here  our  fathers  and  mothers  of  generations  past 
had  met  Sabbath  after  Sabbath,  and  lifted  up  their  voices  in  prayer 
to  the  great  God,  the  Creator  of  us  all.  Here  they  came  to  offer 
worship  at  the  throne  of  grace.  Here  they  came  to  hear  the  blessed 
Gospel  preached.  .  .  .  Time  and  again  they  approached  the  Holy  Com- 
munion Table  at  this  sacred  chancel.  .  .  .  Here  they  brought  their 
children  to  be  baptized,  catechised,  and  confirmed.  At  this  altar 
many  a  sin  burdened  soul  had  knelt  and  received  pardon.  What  a 
blessed  place.  Here  the  ministers  spoke  the  last  words  of  comfort 
over  the  coffin  of  scores  of  departed  loved  ones." 

"This  church  has  always  stood  for  the  old  Reformed  doctrines.  Its 
ministers  have  never  been  accused  of  being  unorthodox.  It  has  em- 
phasized the  importance  of  the  means  of  grace,  Holy  Baptism,  the 
Holy  Supper,  the  Catechism,  the  prayer-meeting,  the  Sunday  School, 
the  evangelistic  held  up  as  of  the  greatest  importance  in  saving  souls 
and  building  Christian  character." 

Elder  John  W.  Bowers,  a  great-grandson  of  Jacob  Bowers,  spoke 
of  the  later  years.  The  Centennial  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev. 
Joseph  L.  Murphy,  D.  D.  A  new  individual  communion  service  was 
presented,  and  from  it  the  communion  was  served.  Rev.  J.  D.  Andrew, 
D.  D.,  then  President-elect  of  Catawba  College,  spoke  on  the  subject 
"The  Great  Work  of  the  Rural  Church."  The  Centennial  was  a 
great  inspiration  to  the  congregation. 

THE  EMANUEL  CHARGE 

Just  a  few  months  prior  to  the  Centennial  there  was  another 
grouping  of  churches  to  form  the  Emanuel  charge.  Emanuel  and 
Calvary  and  Zion  were  constituted  a  charge  at  the  Classis  in  May, 
1913.  This  charge  erected  a  new  parsonage  in  Thomasville  on  Lex- 
ington Avenue  in  the  year  1916.  The  cost  was  $1651.10,  and  of  this 
amount  Emanuel  paid  $654.20.  Pastors  that  have  served  the  Emanuel 
charge  are:  Rev.  John  B.  Swartz  1914-15,  Rev.  Dugan  C.  Cox  1916-25, 
Rev.  Sterling  W.  Whitener,  stated  supply  1927-28,  Rev.  Sidney  C. 
Safrit  1929-33,  Rev.  Kendall  B.  Shoffner  1934-38.  The  present  pastor 
began  his  ministry  May  15,  1938.  Others  that  have  supplied  the 
Emanuel  pulpit  at  various  times  are:  Revs.  Paul  Barringer,  D.  D., 
Lee  A.  Peeler,  J.  C.  Leonard,  D.  D.,  and  A.  O.  Leonard.  None  of  these 
had  the  whole  charge  except  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Sterling  W.  Whitener,  who 
with  their  sons,  Sterling,  Donald  and  Robert,  lived  in  the  parsonage. 
These  Missionaries  under  our  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  were  forced 
out  of  China  during  the  "Red  Revolution"  that  was  so  fierce  in  the 
Hunan  Province  where  our  Missions  are  located.  The  charge  would 
gladly  have  extended  a  call  to  the  Whiteners,  but  they  had  dedicated 
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their  lives  to  the  Foreign  Mission  service.  They  are  in  China  today, 
witnessing  to  those  people  in  the  time  of  their  deepest  distress. 

THE  ELDERS 

Only  a  partial  list  of  Elders  can  be  recorded.  In  the  deed,  Philip 
Kanoy,  Jacob  Myers,  Sr.,  and  John  Bowers  are  named  Elders.  It  is 
probable  that  Philip  Kanoy  was  a  Lutheran.  So  far  as  the  records 
are  made  some  of  their  successors  in  office  are:  Lewis  Livengood, 
Christian  Fouts,  David  Myers,  John  A.  Long,  H.  L.  Myers,  Andrew 
Sechrist,  Solomon  Lore,  Absalom  L.  Grimes,  Addison  E.  Sechrist, 
T.  W.  Stimson  Grimes,  David  A.  Long,  H.  L.  Bowers,  John  W. 
Bowers,  Esq.,  Hilly  A.  Grimes,  J.  W.  Fouts,  Joshua  Black,  David 
Imbler,  Andrew  L.  Bowers,  Melanchton  R.  Harris,  W.  Ambrose  Beck, 
W.  Ernest  Fouts,  Jesse  E.  Myers,  W. 
Thomas  Fouts,  Curtis  Black,  Robert 
Lee  Lohr,  R.  McCoy  Grimes,  Charles 
F.  Myers,  Hill  Lohr  and  Fred  Boden- 
heimer.  The  record  is  complete  from 
1888  to  the  present,  and  elections  have 
been  held  bi-ennally. 

Solomon  Lore  was  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace.    He  married  many  couples. 

Joshua  Black  was  the  father  of 
five  sons,  four  of  them  have  been 
elected  to  the  office  of  Elder  in  the 
Reformed  Church.  The  youngest  is 
Rev.  Harvey  W.  Black,  the  only  Min- 
ister Emanuel  has  contributed  to  the 
Church  in  its  long  history.  Rev. 
Harvey  Black  is  a  graduate  of  the 
old  Catawba  College,  the  Central  The- 
ological Seminary,  and  has  the  Mas- 


ter's Degree  from  Northwestern  Uni- 


Rev.  H.  W.  Black 


versity.    He  is  the  pastor  of  Christ 

Reformed  Church  in  Latrobe,  Pa.,  in  the  Pittsburgh  Synod. 

David  Imbler  willed  his  estate  to  the  Church  and  the  Nazareth 
Orphans'  Home.  The  Church  has  $1780.00  and  the  Nazareth  Orphans' 
Home  $1395.00  as  permanent  endowments.  The  amount  would  have 
been  more  if  there  had  been  a  full  carrying  out  of  this  good  man's 
last  will  and  testament. 

Elder  T.  W.  Stimpson  Grimes,  a  son  of  Elder  Absolom  L.  Grimes, 
was  for  years  the  spiritual  leader  of  the  congregation.  His  work 
extended  beyond  his  congregation.  He  was  one  of  the  original  members 
of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Nazareth  Orphans'  Home  and  served 
till  death.  Two  sons  have  followed  the  father  in  the  office:  Hilly  A. 
Grimes  and  R.  McCoy  Grimes. 
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Elder  John  A.  Long  would  have  been  a  local  preacher  if  the 
Reformed  Church  would  have  such  an  order.  At  one  time  he  went  to 
Catawba  College,  before  it  was  really  a  College,  to  prepare  for  the 
ministry.  He  conducted  prayer  meetings  and  protracted  meetings 
and  religious  services  as  a  faithful  Elder  in  the  Church. 

Elder  Addison  Sechrist  conducted  prayer  meetings,  led  in  the  Sun- 
day School  movement.  He  was  the  most  liberal  giver  Emanuel  has 
had,  actually  giving  all  his  living. 

These  are  all  numbered  with  them  who  have  finished  their  course 
and  rest  from  their  labors.  There  is  one  among  the  living,  of  whom 
a  word  may  be  fitly  spoken.  Elder  John  W.  Bowers,  Esq.,  has  been 
a  Deacon,  an  Elder,  a  Sunday  School  Superintendent  and  Teacher, 
for  half  a  century.  He  has  married  320  couples,  buried  the  dead, 
conducted  revivals,  and  taught  in  the  public  schools  as  long  as  the 
one  room  schools  were  in  the  land.  He  has  been  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Classis. 

THE  DEACONS 

The  men  who  have  served  as  Deacons  from  1888  to  date  are  in  the 
order  of  their  ordination:  A.  L.  Shuler,  L.  W.  Myers,  J.  W.  Bowers, 
H.  A.  Grimes,  Erastus  Fouts,  David  Imbler,  John  F.  Sechrist,  Henry 
Byerly,  Robert  L.  Lohr,  W.  Ernest  Fouts,  W.  Thomas  Fouts,  Allison 
Myers,  John  Nifong,  Charles  F.  Myers,  Jesse  E.  Myers,  Charles  H. 
Shuler,  Curtis  Black,  Everett  Black,  H.  C.  Beck,  R.  McCoy  Grimes, 
John  F.  Sechrist,  Jesse  R.  Myers,  Willis  Myers,  Howard  W.  Fouts, 
Howard  Beck,  W.  L.  Myers,  Hill  Lohr,  Everett  Christie,  Charles  H. 
Bowers,  Fred  Bodenheimer,  Ezwell  Myers,  Allan  Hedrick,  Boyd 
Fouts,  Nelson  Harris,  Henry  W.  Kennedy,  Jr.,  and  Thomas  Ward. 

THE  125TH  ANNIVERSARY  CELEBRATION 

On  the  fifth  Sunday  in  October,  1939,  Emanuel  celebrated  the  125th 
Anniversary  of  the  First  Church.  It  was  a  great  day.  Rev.  James 
D.  Andrew,  D.  D.,  spoke  on  the  subject  of  Temperance  at  the  Sunday 
School.  The  Consistory  invited  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Leonard,  D.  D.,  the 
Stated  Clerk  of  the  Classis  for  almost  a  half  century,  to  deliver  the 
Anniversary  Address.  The  Address  was  filled  with  historical  mate- 
rial. The  Holy  Communion  was  celebrated.  Many  members  and 
friends  and  former  members  gathered  around  the  chancel.  In  the 
afternoon  recognition  was  given  to  the  members  who  have  been  in 
Emanuel  for  50  years,  and  to  Officers  who  have  served  a  long  time. 
Brief  addresses  were  delivered  by  Revs.  J.  A.  Palmer,  B.  J.  Peeler, 
C.  C.  Wagoner,  J.  C.  Leonard,  Joshua  L.  Bowers.  Rev.  Walter  W. 
Rowe,  D.  D.,  pastor  of  Zion  Church,  Lenoir,  N.  C,  was  invited  to 
preach  the  Anniversary  Sermon  in  the  afternoon.  He  could  not  attend 
due  to  illness.  The  congregation  sensed  a  distinct  loss  because  this 
gifted  preacher  was  not  with  them. 
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THE  EMANUEL  CONSISTORY— 1939 


Front  row:  Elders  J.  E.  Myers,  C.  F.  Myers,  J.  W.  Bowers,  W.  T. 
Fouts,  R.  M.  Grimes  and  Fred  Bodenheimer. 

Back  row:  Deacons  Allan  Hedrick,  Ezwell  Myers,  Willis  Myers, 
Charles  H.  Bowers,  the  Pastor,  Boyd  C.  Fouts,  Thomas  Ward  and 
H.  W.  Kennedy,  Jr. 
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THE  CONSISTORY— 1940 


Rev.  W.  C.  Lyerly,  President 


John  W.  Bowers 

Jesse  E.  Myers,  Treas. 

W.  Thomas  Fouts,  V.-Pres. 

R.  McCoy  Grimes 

Charles  F.  Myers,  Delegate 

Fred  Bodenheimer,  Delegate 

Allan  Hedrick 


Elders 


Deacons 
Boyd  C.  Fouts,  Sec. 


Ezwell  Myers 
Willis  Myers 


Charles  H.  Bowers 
Thomas  Ward 
Henry  W.  Kennedy,  Jr. 
Bert  Kennedy 


Church  Pianist:  Mrs.  Clyde  W.  Black. 

Members  communing,  222;  supporting  the  church,  207. 

The  Sunday  School:  Fred  Bodenheimer,  Supt.  Teachers:  Mrs.  R. 
M.  Grimes,  Miss  Hattie  Lohr,  Miss  Addie  Rea  Myers,  Miss  Annie 
Jarrett,  Henry  W.  Kennedy,  Jr.,  Miss  Nina  Sullivan,  Mrs.  M.  R. 
Harris,  Jr.,  W.  Thomas  Fouts,  Mrs.  Fred  Bodenheimer  and  John  W. 
Bowers,  Esq.  Enrollment  1939,  367.  Average  attendance,  191.  Total 
offerings,  $375.03. 

The  Men's  League:  Henry  W.  Kennedy,  Sr.,  President.  Members,  24. 

The  Woman's  Misionary  Society:  Mrs.  Fred  Bodenheimer,  Presi- 
dent.   Members,  23. 

The  Christian  Endeavor  Society:  Raymond  Grimes,  President. 
Members,  17. 

Total  offerings:  Current  Expense,  $1601.55;  Benevolences,  $484.56. 
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ROLL  OF  MEMBERS 


Albright,  Melvin  A. 
Albright,  Ray  W. 
Albright,  Thelma  E. 
Albright,  Fred  T. 
Albright,  Ruby  E. 

Barber,  Mrs.  Ruth 
Beck,  H.  Columbus 
Beck,  Mrs.  Bessie  B. 
Beck,  W.  Ambrose 
Beck,  Mrs.  Bessie  M. 
Beck,  Pearl  E. 
Beck,  Hilda  Rea 
Beck,  D.  Lucile 
Beck,  Laura  E. 
Beck,  Gilbert  C. 
Beck,  Roy  R. 
Beck,  Fred  F. 
Beck,  Olin  0. 
Beck,  John  F. 
Beck,  Mrs.  Louzena 
Beck,  Mrs.  Carrie  B. 
Beck,  H.  Paul 
Beck,  H.  Walter 
Beck,  Mrs.  Nettie  M. 
Beck,  Connie  L. 
Beck,  Melvin 
Beck,  Grady 
Beck,  W.  Clavie 
Bevans,  F.  Capel 
Bevans,  Mrs.  Esther  M. 
Bevans,  Edmond  L. 
Bevans,  Nellie  F. 
Black,  Mrs.  Geneva 
Black,  Esther 
Black,  Martha 
Black,  C.  Fletcher 
Black,  Mrs.  Minerva 
Black,  Modena 
Black,  Elmer 
Black,  Leon  F. 
Black,  Rayvon  T. 
Black,  Marshall  A. 
Black,  Mrs.  Lyda  M. 
Black,  Marshall  A.,  Jr. 
Black,  Raymond 
Black,  Mrs.  Nettie 
Black,  Mozelle 
Black,  Mrs.  Pearl  M. 
Black,  Eliza  E. 
Black,  Paul  R. 
Black,  Clyde  W. 
Black,  Mrs.  Effie  Rea 
Bodenheimer,  Fred 
Bodenheimer,  Mrs.  Edith 


Bowers,  John  W. 
Bowers,  Mrs.  Loula  M. 
Bowers,  Andrew  L. 
Bowers,  Mrs.  Mary  C. 
Bowers,  T.  Everette 
Bowers,  Mrs.  Nettie  H. 
Bowers,  Clarice 
Bowers,  Charles  H. 
Bowers,  Mrs.  Bertha  N. 
Bowers,  Odessa  M. 
Bowers,  Clyde  W. 
Bowers,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  M. 
Burton,  Paul  H. 
Burton,  Ora 
Burton,  Lawrence  E. 
Burton,  Lloyd 
Burton,  Mrs.  Lucy  B. 
Burton,  J.  Carl 
Burton,  Mrs.  Nova  M. 
Burton,  Milton 
Burton,  Mrs.  Mildred  G. 
Byerly,  Mrs.  Dovie  B. 
Byerly,  Mrs.  Malissa  W. 

Carter,  Mrs.  Juanita  J. 
Christie,  J.  Everette 
Christie,  Mrs.  Annie  B. 
Christie,  Ruth 
Clodfelter,  C.  Lee 
Clodfelter,  Mrs.  Augusta  B 
Clodfelter,  John  Foy 
Clodfelter,  Ollie  Rea 
Clodfelter,  A.  Cleo 
Clodfelter,  Mrs.  Sadie 
Crump,  Mrs.  Loula  M. 
Crump,  Eula  C. 
Crump,  Hazel  F. 
Crump,  Richmond 

Estell,  Sidney 
Estell,  Mrs.  Kathleen 
Everhart,  William  H. 
Everhart,  Mrs.  Mamie  S. 
Everhart,  Millie 
Everhart,  Clara 
Everhart,  Inez 
Everhart,  Delbert 
Everhart,  Jacqueline 
Everhart,  W.  Harold 
Everhart,  Paul 
Everhart,  Mrs.  Lillian 
Everhart,  Mary  Lee 
Everhart,  Paul  R. 
Everington,  Mrs.  Pauline 
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ROLL  OF  MEMBERS  (Continued) 


Fouts,  W.  Thomas 
Fouts,  Mrs.  Mamie 
Fouts,  Boyd  C. 
Fouts,  Howard  W. 
Fouts,,  Mrs.  Nora  A. 
Fouts,  Margaret 
Fouts,  Brown  W. 
Fouts,  Harry  S. 
Fouts,  Mrs.  Mary  J. 
Fouts,  Mrs.  Clara  N. 
Fouts,  Lethia 
Fuggett,  Mrs.  Florena 

Gilbert,  Othella 
Griffin,  Mrs.  Ina  L. 
Grimes,  Hillary  A. 
Grimes,  Mrs.  Martha  A. 
Grimes,  Cromer 
Grimes,  Mrs.  Chappell 
Grimes,  Willie  E. 
Grimes,  Mrs.  Minnie 
Grimes,  Susie  I. 
Grimes,  W.  Cleveland 
Grimes,  Mrs.  Lilly  B. 
Grimes,  Jacqueline 
Grimes,  Annie  Mae 
Grimes,  Billy  B. 
Grimes,  R.  McCoy 
Grimes,  Mrs.  Daisy  B. 
Grimes,  Ernestine 
Grimes,  Austin 
Grimes,  Raymond 
Grimes,  Vann  D. 
Grimes,  Harriott  J. 
Grubb,  Henry 
Grubb,  Mrs.  Daisy  I. 
Grubb,  Maxine 

Harmon,  Mrs.  Ruth  E. 
Harris,  Mrs.  Ada  T. 
Harris,  Samuel  P. 
Harris,  Susie 
Harris,  D.  Carl 
Harris,  Nelson  A. 
Harris,  Mrs.  Verlie  N. 
Harris,  Boyce  M. 
Harris,  Erma  L. 
Harris,  Donald 
Harris,  Melanchton  R.,  Jr. 
Hayes,  Mrs.  Maggie  S. 
Hedrick,  David  E. 
Hedrick,  Mrs.  Loula  K. 
Hedrick,  Marjorie 
Hedrick,  Mrs.  Ida  B. 
Hedrick,  Grover 
Hedrick,  Thomas 
Hedrick,  Mrs.  Bessie  C. 


Hedrick,  Emma 
Hedrick,  Mrs.  Easter 
Hedrick,  Hattie  M. 
Hedrick,  Ida  Rea 
Hedrick,  Allan  L. 
Hedrick,  Mrs.  Virginia  J. 
Hedrick,  Leon  C. 
Hedrick,  Thomas 
Hedrick,  Mrs.  Lilly  H. 
Hedrick,  Clayton  W. 
Heglar,  Mrs.  Bessie  M. 
Hill,  Harvey 
Hill,  Mrs.  Loula  B. 
Hill,  Norris  Lee 
Howie,  Mrs.  Pauline  L. 
Hunt,  John 
Hunt,  Mrs.  Bessie 

Jarrett,  Mrs.  Julia  R. 
Jarrett,  Annie 
Jarrett,  Arlene 
Jenkins,  Mrs.  Stella  T. 
Jenkins,  Robert  G. 
Jenkins,  Eugene 
Kennedy,  John  F. 
Kennedy,  Mrs.  Maude  S. 
Kennedy,  Bert 
Kennedy,  Mrs.  Ada  B. 
Kennedy,  Mrs.  Claudia  M. 
Kennedy,  Ruby  Lee 
Kennedy,  Raymond 
Kennedy,  Brown 
Kennedy,  Mrs.  Alice  M. 
Kennedy,  Henry  W.,  Sr. 
Kennedy,  Mrs.  Carroll  C. 
Kennedy,  Joseph  Brown 
Kennedy,  Henry  W.,  Jr. 
Kennedy,  Carrie 

Langford,  Thomas 
Lee,  G.  Hillard 
Lee,  Mrs.  Bessie  B. 
Lee,  Margaret 
Lee,  Freddie  B. 
Lee,  Janie  Brown 
Leonard,  Mrs.  Duvette 
Leonard,  Furman 
Leonard,  McCoy 
Lohr,  Mrs.  Ellen  H. 
Lohr,  Stella 
Lohr,  Hattie 
Lohr,  Minnie 
Lohr,  Hill 
Lohr,  R.  Leo 
Lomax,  William  N. 
Lomax,  Mrs.  Daisy  S. 
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ROLL  OF  MEMBERS  (Continued) 


Money,  Mrs.  Catherine  M. 
Murry,  Louya 
Murry,  Mrs.  Viola  J. 
Murphy,  Monoham 
Murphy,  Mrs.  Vivian  B. 
|  Murphy,  Mrs.  Marjorie  M. 
Murphy,  Mrs.  Eula  Mae 
Myers,  Mrs.  Almeda  J. 
Myers,  J.  Franklin 
Myers,  Mrs.  Laura  B. 
Myers,  Daisy  Lee 
Myers,  Jesse  E. 
Myers,  Mrs.  J.  Alta 
Myers,  Audeen 
Myers,  Charles  F. 
Myers,  Mrs.  Ila  F. 
Myers,  Ezwell 
Myers,  Addie  Rea 
Myers,  Cicero 
Myers,  Mrs.  Emma 
Myers,  Mrs.  Florence  C. 
Myers,  Jesse  R. 
Myers,  Mrs.  Bertha  C. 
Myers,  James 
Myers,  Conrad 
Myers,  Charles  L. 
Myers,  Mrs.  Augusta 
Myers,  Thomas  L. 
Myers,  Mrs.  Rufina  T. 
Myers,  Mrs.  Mary  Jane 
Myers,  Lee 

Myers,  Mrs.  Sarah  B. 
Myers,  Willis 
Myers,  Ernest,  Sr. 
Myers,  Ernest,  Jr. 
Myers,  Mrs.  Elnora  Y. 
Myers,  Fannie 
Myers,  Harvey 
Myers,  Mrs.  Jessie  K. 
Myers,  Austin 
Myers,  Clyde  R. 
Myers,  Myrtle 
Myers,  Odell 
Myers,  Mrs.  Pearl  H. 
Myers,  Louise 
Myers,  Archie  R. 
Myers,  Mrs.  Donnie  Y. 
Myers,  Mrs.  Fannie  B. 


Nifong,  John  H. 

Parrish,  Mrs.  Vergie  T. 

Rickard,  Mrs.  Mattie  B. 

Sechrist,  John  W. 
Sechrist,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Sechrist,  Carl 
Sechrist,  Mrs.  Emma  L. 
Sechrist,  Frank  E. 
Sechrist,  Mrs.  Mary  R. 
Sechrist,  Mrs.  Louella  J. 
Shuler,  Charles  H. 
Shuler,  Mrs.  J.  Annice 
Shuler,  Villa  M. 
Shuler,  Moody 
Shuler,  Mrs.  Ora  N. 
Shuler,  Julia 
Stamy,  Mrs.  Daisy  H. 
Stilwell,  Mrs.  Iola  Y. 
Sullivan,  Mrs.  Sarah  R. 
Sullivan,  Nina 
Sullivan,  Efird 
Sullivan,  William  H. 
Sullivan,  Mrs.  Ida  H. 
Sullivan,  Nova  Bell 
Sullivan,  Jennie  Rea 
Sullivan,  Pauline 
Sullivan,  Ruby  M. 
Sullivan,  Charles 
Sullivan,  Mrs.  Maggie  S. 
Sullivan,  Mrs.  Ruby  B. 
Swicegood,  Eugene  H. 
Swicegood,  Mrs.  Ina  B. 

Trotter,  Dallas 
Trotter,  Mrs.  Effie  Y. 
Trotter,  Dorris 
Trotter,  Nina 

Ward,  Thomas  H. 
Ward,  Mrs.  Essie  Mae 
Workman,  Mrs.  Minnie  F 
Workman,  Clifton 
Workman,  Ralph 

Younts,  Marvin  0. 
Younts,  Mrs.  Zettie  E. 
Younts,  Virginia 


17 


HISTORICAL  SKETCH 

Calvary  Reformed  Church 

"Several  years  ago  there  was  an  organization  at  the  point  then 
known  as  Moffit's  Grove,  now  as  Calvary  Reformed  Church,  kept  up 
by  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Cecil  who  lived  in  the  town  of  Thomasville  about 
two  miles  distant.  But  there  being  no  house  of  worship  and  no  one 
especially  to' look  after  the  interest,  it  went  to  pieces. "*  "The  Re- 
formed Church  had  once  organ- 
ized a  small  congregation  here, 
but  it  never  amounted  to  much 
and  was  allowed  to  go  down." 
The  annual  session  of  the 
Classis  at  Brick  Church  in  the 
year  1889  under  the  paragraph 
"Thomasville":  "The  committee 
to  whom  was  given  in  charge 
this  interest,  reported  that  they 
had  organized  a  Reformed 
Church  and  that  preparation 
was  being  made  to  build  a 
church  there."  This  referred  to 
the  Church  at  Moffit's  Grove. 
Classis  "provided  that  Rev.  P. 
M.  Trexler  preach  at  Thomas- 
ville one  Sabbath  in  each  month 
till  next  Classis."  The  Classis 
of  1890  at  Maiden  committed 
this  work  to  the  care  of  Revs. 
A.  R.  Holshouser  and  J.  C. 
Leonard,  pastors  of  the  Lower 
and  Upper  Davidson  charges. 
"During  the  year  1890,  a  sub- 
scription for  a  church  at 
Moffit's  Grove  was  started.  At  the  session  of  Classis  in  .1891  at 
Bethel,  Stanly  County,  the  interest  at  Moffit's  Grove  was  continued 
in  the  hands  of  Rev.  J.  C.  Leonard  with  instructions  to  organize  at 
his  discretion,  at  the  same  time  Classis  pledging  two  hundred  dollars 
toward  a  church  provided  the  congregation  raise  at  least  four  hun- 
dred dollars.    This  later  the  Mission  did." 

CALVARY  REFORMED  CHURCH 

"The  congregation  was  organized  under  the  name  of  CALVARY 
REFORMED  CHURCH."    The  date  was  November  30,  1891.  The 


Rev.  J.  C.  Leonard,  D.  D. 
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organizer  was  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Leonard  who  continued  pastor  till  1896 
when  Calvary  was  placed  in  the  Thomasville  charge.  There  were  23 
charter  members:  David  A.  Long,  Lourettie  E.  Long  and  John  A. 
Long  from  Emanuel;  Mary  A.  Clinard,  Robt.  C.  Clinard,  Margaret 
E.  Kanoy,  Cicero  Kanoy,  Minnie  Belle  Kanoy,  Louella  E.  Kanoy, 
Martha  Belle  Kanoy,  S.  Lizzie  Kanoy,  Francis  V.  Kanoy,  Louisa  V. 
Kanoy,  Andrew  F.  Kanoy,  Frances  W.  Kanoy,  Mary  Ann  Kanoy  from 
Pilgrim;  and  John  Shuler,  Nathan  Ward,  Alice  Ward,  Lottie  Kanoy, 
Eliza  Kanoy  and  Sarah  Kanoy  from  the  organization  at  Moffit's 
Grove.  Mary  L.  Kanoy  was  the  23rd  name.  All  these  were  by 
"Certificate."  June  2,  1892,  Bethlehem  Black  and  Augusta  E.  Black, 
and  September  4,  1892,  John  Clinard,  Jane  Clinard,  Belle  Sink  and 
Delila  Kanoy  were  added  by  "Certificate."  Charlie  Wesley  Bowers 
was  the  first  "confirmed,"  September  4,  1892.  On  the  day  of  organi- 
zation David  A.  Long  and  Frances  W.  Kanoy  were  elected  Elders  and 
Andrew  F.  Kanoy  was  elected  Deacon.  "These  persons  were  subse- 
quently properly  inducted  into  office."  One  year  later  Bethlehem 
Black  was  elected,  ordained  and  installed  a  Deacon. 

THE  CHURCH 

At  the  organization  meeting  a  Building  Committee  was  appointed: 
D.  A.  Long,  A.  F.  Kanoy  and  John  A.  Long.  They  were  given  instruc- 
tions to  complete  a  house  of  worship  as  soon  as  practicable.  At  lot 
was  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  C.  Moffit.  It  is  very  evident  that  the 
congregation  had  a  mind  to  work.  They  raised  the  $400.00  which 
the  Classis  had  asked  them  to  do.  And  they  received  the  $200.00 
from  the  Classis.  The  Minutes  of  March  30,  1892:  "It  was  ordered 
that  we  communicate  our  thanks  to  Classis  for  the  material  help  in 
the  erection  of  our  house  of  worship."  Within  6  months  from  the 
date  of  organization  the  house  of  worship  was  ready  for  dedication. 
"The  carpentry  work  was  completed  and  the  interior  of  the  church 
painted  by  the  28th  day  of  May,  1892,  at  which  time  the  cornerstone 
was  laid.  On  Sunday,  the  29th  of  May,  1892,  the  house  was  solemnly 
dedicated  to  the  service  of  Almighty  God  by  the  pastor.  The  dedica- 
tion sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  P.  M.  Trexler,  D.  D.  The  Rev. 
J.  W.  Cecil  was  present  and  assisted  in  the  service."  The  congrega- 
tion kept  the  Lord's  Supper  for  the  first  time  on  this  day. 

THE  PASTORS 

Rev.  J.  C.  Leonard  organized  the  congregation  during  the  years 
he  was  pastor  of  the  Upper  Davidson  charge.  The  Classis  received 
the  congregation  at  the  annual  sessions  Hedrick's  Grove  in  1892  and 
was  placed  in  the  Upper  Davidson  charge.  This  relation  was  con- 
tinued till  the  Classis  at  Conover  in  1896  when  the  Thomasville 
charge  was  formed.  Since  that  time  Calvary  has  had  the  same  pastors 
as  the  Emanuel  Church.    However  at   the  times   when   there  was 
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vacancy  each  Church  made  arrangement  for  its  own  supply  except 
when  Missionary  Whitener  had  full  charge  for  more  than  a  year. 

THE  CONSISTORY 
The  first  Elders  were  David  A.  Long  and  Frances  W.  Kanoy.  Those 
who  have  succeeded  them  in  this  office  are:  John  W.  Motsinger, 
D.  L.  Harmon,  S.  Andrew  Sink,  Andrew  F.  Kanoy,  Bethlehem  Black, 
William  F.  Clinard,  Pleasant  M.  Bowers,  Robert  L.  Lopp,  Connie  S. 
Hanes,  Shepherd  B.  Kanoy,  Samuel  L.  Darr,  William  H.  Alexander, 
John  A.  L.  Conrad,  Jacob  M.  Darr,  Clayton  C.  Alexander,  R.  Miller 

Clinard,  Curtis  Bowers,  J.  Carl 
Black  and  Samuel  P.  Ball. 

The  first  Deacon  was  Andrew 
F.  Kanoy.  Others  who  have 
served  are:  Bethlehem  Black, 
Jesse  R.  Alexander,  Pleasant  M. 
Bowers,  William  F.  Clinard, 
Samuel  L.  Darr,  William  H. 
Alexander,  Shepherd  B.  Kanoy, 
John  A.  L.  Conrad,  Samuel  P. 
Ball,  Jacob  M.  Darr,  Clayton  C. 
Alexander,  R.  Miller  Clinard, 
Everett  A.  Black,  Early  Beck, 
Robert  Hinkle,  Curtis  Bowers, 
Charles  Moore,  Walter  Sledge, 
Marvin  Jackson,  Hite  Lambeth, 
Early  Sink,  Allen  Kanoy,  Ar- 
thur Black,  Cromer  R.  Alexan- 
der, and  Lowell  L.  Bowers. 

The  Secretary-Treasurer  for 
these  years  has  been:  David  A. 
Long     1891-1896,  Bethlehem 
Bethlehem  Black  Black  1896-1930;  Jacob  M.  Darr 

1930-1934;  Robert  L.  Lopp 
1934-1939.  In  January,  1939,  Elder  R.  L.  Lopp  was  elected  Secretary 
and  Deacon  Walter  Sledge  Treasurer. 

ELDER  BETHLEHEM  BLACK 

It  would  be  fitting  at  this  time  to  give  space  to  the  name  of  Elder 
Bethlehem  Black.  The  record  at  Emanuel  is  that  he  was  dedicated 
to  God  in  Holy  Baptism  August  10,  1862,  a  son  of  George  Black,  of  that 
Church.  He  made  a  profession  of  faith  early  in  life  and  united  with 
the  Fair  Grove  M.  E.  Church  South.  After  his  marriage  to  Miss 
Augusta  E.  Darr,  a  devout  young  woman,  he  made  his  home  in  the 
community  where  Calvary  Church  was  to  be  established.  Within  a 
year  he  was  in  the  Church,  elected  a  Deacon  to  serve  continuously 
for  20  years  and  then  elevated  to  the  office  of  Elder,  to  which  he  was 
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re-elected  from  time  to  time  for  a  period  of  26  years  when  death  took 
him  to  the  Church  in  Heaven.  He  also  served  as  Superintendent 
of  the  Sunday  School,  and  Teacher.  Thus  in  every  sense  he  was  a 
ruling  Elder.  He  was  faithful  to  his  Church,  always  there  when 
there  was  a  service  of  any  kind,  loyal  to  his  pastors  and  supported 
them  with  his  means,  and  known  by  all  as  a  devout  follower  of  the 
Christ.    His  work  was  well  done. 

REV.  DAVID  ELI  BOWERS 

During  these  years  Calvary  has  received  313  members  into  her 
fellowship.  The  32nd  in  the 
list  is  the  name  of  David  Eli 
Bowers  "confirmed"  December 
14,  1892.  He  was  a  son  of  Ham- 
ilton and  Thriphena  Bowers, 
members  of  Emanuel,  who  dedi- 
cated him  to  God  in  Holy  Bap- 
tism. One  year  after  uniting 
with  Calvary  he  entered  Ca- 
tawba College  and  prepared  for 
the  Gospel  Ministry.  He  was 
licensed  and  ordained  May  17, 
1902.  He  gave  a  little  more 
than  19  years  to  the  Ministry 
of  the  Word  when  death  took 
him  to  be  with  the  Lord  Octo- 
ber 28,  1921.  Calvary  made  a 
very  large  contribution  to  the 
Kingdom  of  God  and  to  the 
Reformed  Church  in  North 
Carolina  in  giving  this  spirit- 
ually minded  son. 

Rev.  D.  E.  Bowers 

THE  REMODELED  CHURCH 
In  the  year  1922  Calvary  Church  was  remodeled.  A  large  portico 
was  built  across  the  entire  front  of  the  Church  which  gives  the  Church 
a  very  imposing  appearance  from  the  highway.  Transcept  rooms 
were  built  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  pulpit.  The  Church  was  seated 
with  pews.  It  was  painted  outside  and  inside.  No  record  was  kept 
of  the  cost  of  remodeling  the  Church.  In  the  Minutes  of  Classis  of 
1922  there  is  this  reference:  "Calvary  has  been  remodeled,  adding 
considerably  to  its  equipment  and  appearance."  This  is  the  church 
as  it  is  today.  It  is  a  one  room  church.  During  the  long  summer 
season  half  of  the  Sunday  School  has  its  class  work  out  under  the 
trees.  The  congregation  realizes  that  there  is  pressing  need  for  a 
new  Church  that  will  have  adequate  equipment  for  the  educational 
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and  social  as  well  as  religious  work  of  the  modern  church.  The  Ladies 
Aid  Society  has  a  growing  fund.  The  Sunday  School  began  a  small 
fund  in  1939.  No  action  has  been  taken  either  by  the  Consistory  or 
the  congregation.  But  there  are  many  who  say  that  the  time  is  near 
at  hand.  The  Fiftieth  Anniversary  will  come  at  the  end  of  1941.  It 
may  be  that  Calvary  can  have  the  new  Church  that  will  stand  as  the 
fitting  symbol  of  our  holy  religion. 

REV.  DOUGAN  C.  COX 

It  would  be  fitting  to  give  recognition  to  the  life  and  labors  of  this 
brother  Minister  who  was  pastor  for  9  years,  and  continued  to  supply 
Calvary  for  several  years  after  his  pastoral  relation  was  dissolved 
January  1,  1925.  He  was  by  birth  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends 
(Quaker  Church)  in  which  he  was  a  Minister  for  14  years.  He  came 
to  the  Classis  of  North  Carolina  in  1910,  and  served  the  Gilead  charge, 
the  Guilford  charge,  Burlington,  and  the  Emanuel  charge.  He  moved 
his  family  into  the  parsonage  which  the  charge  erected  on  Lexington 
Avenue  in  Thomasville  in  1915.  He  passed  from  the  scenes  of  his 
early  labors  December  27,  1932,  and  his  mortal  remains  lie  in  the 
Calvary  Church  cemetery.  The  stone  is  very  simple,  plain,  so  true 
to  the  earthly  life  he  lived  among  these  people. 

THE  CEMETERY 

"The  Cemetery  lot  of  Calvary  Reformed  Church  was  bought  by 
Elder  B.  Black  September  7th,  1908,  the  cost  being  $780.00.  It  is  a 
beautiful  cemetery,  laid  off  in  lots,  and  completely  sodded.  It  is  on 
a  slight  elevation  east  of  the  Church.  Lots  were  originally  sold  as 
low  as  $10.00,  later  raised  to  $20.00.  This  was  too  low  for  perpetual 
upkeep.  Lots  have  been  sold  to  any,  whether  members  of  the  church 
or  not.  In  recent  years  the  Church  has  added  more  land  to  the  ceme- 
tery. At  the  rate  it  is  filling  now  it  will  be  filled  in  a  few  decades. 
The  Consistory  is  proposing  to  the  congregation  that  low  rates  be 
kept  for  burial  of  Calvary  members  and  increased  rates  for  those 
outside  her  fold.  This  was  adopted  December  31,  1939  at  the  annual 
congregational  meeting. 
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THE  CONSISTORY— 1940 


Rev.  W.  C.  Lyerly,  President 


Elders 


Deacons 


Robert  L.  Lopp,  Sec. 
John  A.  L.  Conrad 
Curtis  Bowers 
Samuel  P.  Ball 
J.  Carl  Black 
C.  C.  Alexander 


Walter  Sledge,  Treas. 
Hite  Lambeth 
Arthur  Black 
Lowell  L.  Bowers 
Cromer  R.  Alexander 
Marvin  Jackson 
Allan  Kanoy 
Early  Sink 


Church  Pianist:  Mrs.  Cromer  R.  Alexander 

Members  communing,  133;  supporting  the  Church,  138. 

The  Sunday  School:  Lowell  L.  Bowers,  Supreintendent.  Teachers: 
Mrs.  C  .C.  Alexander,  Mrs.  Hite  Lambeth,  Mrs.  Clifton  Black,  Miss 
Anna  Lee  Alexander,  Robert  Russell,  Mrs.  C.  S.  Hanes,  and  Robert 
L.  Lopp.  Enrolled  1939,  194.  Average  attendance,  104.  Total  offer- 
ings, $285.09. 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Society:  Mrs.  W.  C  .Lyerly,  President. 
Members,  15. 

The  Ladies  Aid  Society:  Mrs.  Allan  Kanoy,  President.  Members,  29. 

The  Christian  Endeavor  Society:  Miss  Ida  Mae  Alexander,  Presi- 
dent.   Members,  16. 

Total  Offerings:  Current  Expense  $702.86.    Benevolences  $387.76. 
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ROLL  OF  MEMBERS 


Alexander,  William  H. 
Alexander,  Mrs.  Julia 
Alexander,  Stella 
Alexander,  Lawrence 
Alexander,  Ida  Mae 
Alexander,  Anna  Lee 
Alexander,  Geneva 
Alexander,  Lytal  S. 
Alexander,  Clayton  C. 
Alexander,  Mrs.  Mary  Ann 
Alexander,  Cleveland 
Alexander,  Hoy  H. 
Alexander,  Ruth  E. 
Alexander,  Cromer  R. 
Alexander   Mrs.  Marie 
Alexander,  Thomas  P. 

Ball,  Samuel  P. 
Ball,  Mrs.  Florence 
Ball,  Arthur 
Ball,  Mrs.  Mary  A. 
Beck,  William  M. 
Beck,  Mrs.  Mary  M. 
Beck,  Early  W. 
Beck,  Daniel 
Beck,  Mrs.  Flora 
Beck,  Alta  Marie 

Black,  Everette  A. 
Black,  Mrs.  Linney  A. 
Black,  Clifton 
Black,  Mrs.  Imogene 
Black,  J.  Carl 
Black,  Mrs.  Teressa  V. 
Black,  Foy  C. 
Black,  Raymond  H. 
Black,  Mrs.  Augusta  D. 
Black,  Arthur  E. 
Black,  Mrs.  Hattie  R. 
Black,  Esther 
Black,  Magdalene 
Blaylock,  Mrs.  Maxine 

Bowers,  Pleasant  M. 
Bowers,  Mrs.  Mary  E. 
Bowers,  Curtis 
Bowers,  Mrs.  Hallie 
Bowers,  Willis  M. 
Bowers,  Aubrey  L. 
Bowers,  Lowell  L. 
Bowers,  Cletus 
Bowers,  Early  F. 
Bowers,  Mrs.  Lola  E. 
Bowers,  Vada  Rea 


Bowers,  Mrs.  Calvin 
Bowers,  Mrs.  Martha  B. 
Bowers,  Theodore 
Burr,  Aldeen 
Burr,  Mrs.  Lois  V. 

Carter,  Mrs.  Nona  L. 
Childress,  Mrs.  Nannie  L. 
Clinard,  Samuel  L. 
Clinard,  Mrs.  Mary  L. 
Clinard,  Eugene 
Clinard,  Vivian 
Clinard,  Charles 
Clinard,  R.  Miller 
Clinard,  Mrs.  Mary  K. 
Clinard,  Mrs.  Sally  K. 
Clinard,  Mrs.  Mattie  C. 
Clinard,  Carl  C. 
Clinard,  Mrs.  Freddie  Lou 
Clodfelter,  Mrs.  Rosa  F. 
Clodfelter,  Joe  F. 
Clodfelter,  Robert 
Conrad,  John  A.  L. 
Conrad,  Mrs.  Glendora  B. 
Conrad,  Mrs.  Ella  Mae 
Craven,  Mrs.  Sally  S 
Craven,  Ruby 
Craven,  Mrs.  Martha  Bell 
Crowson,  Mrs.  Ila  H. 

Darr,  Mrs.  Hallie  C. 

Darr,  Olin  M. 

Darr,  Dorothy 

Darr,  Alma 

Darr,  Helen 

Darr,  Pauline 

Darr,  Robert  L. 

Darr,  S.  Lee 

Darr,  Mrs.  Margaret 

Darr,  Alvah 

Disher,  Mrs.  Lucile  D. 

Eddinger,  Mrs.  Maggie 
Eddinger,  Mrs,  Martha  B. 
Eddinger,  W.  Harrison 

Freedle,  Eli 
Freedle,  Raymond 
Fowler,  Mrs.  Lucy  L. 
Fowler,  Clarence 
Fowler,  Clyde 
Fowler,  Mozelle 
Fowler,  Joseph  J. 

Grimes,  Mrs.  Novillie 
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ROLL  OF  MEMBERS  (Continued) 


Hanes,  Mrs.  Addie  B. 
Hanes,  Connie  S.,  Jr. 
Hanes,  Alma  E. 
Hinkle,  Robert 
Hinkle,  Mrs.  Ethel  K. 
Jackson,  Marvin 
Jackson,  Mrs.  Viola  D. 
Jackson,  Clyde  W. 
Jackson,  Marvin  D. 

Kanoy,  Minnie 
Kanoy,  Mrs.  Louisa  V. 
Kanoy,  Velva 
Kanoy,  Etta 
Kanoy,  Mrs.  Emma 
Kanoy,  Irma 
Kanoy,  Allen 
Kanoy,  Mrs.  Anna 
Kanoy,  Lizzie 
Kennedy,  Mrs.  Kelly  D. 

Lopp,  Robert  L. 
Lopp,  Kathleen 
Ledwell,  Mrs.  Alta  C. 
Ledwell,  Nawassa  L. 
Lambeth,  Mrs.  Leah  C. 
Lambeth,  Hite 
Lambeth,  Mrs.  Callie  W. 
Loflin,  Mrs.  Nova  B. 
Lyerly,  Mrs.  Helen  L. 
Lyerly,  William  C,  Jr. 
Lyerly,  Ray  L. 

McCrary,  Ford 

McCrary,  Mrs.  Martha  0. 

Motsinger,  Mrs.  Anna  M. 


Moore,  Charles 
Myers,  Mrs.  Verdie  B. 
Myers,  Mrs.  Lilly  C. 

Reece,  Mrs.  Zelphia  B. 
Russell,  Robert 
Russell,  Mrs.  Viola  B. 

Petree,  Ita 

Petree,  Mrs.  Ethel  B. 

Sink,  Early  L. 
Sink,  Mrs.  Delma  E. 
Sink,  Robert 
Sink,  Lester 
Sink,  Talmage 
Sink,  Mrs.  Belle 
Sledge,  Rufus 
Sledge,  Mrs.  Nannie  B. 
Sledge,  Cornell 
Sldege,  Paul  G. 
Sledge,  Walter 
Sledge,  Mrs.  Nona  A. 
Smith,  Mrs.  Ila  C. 
Smith,  Mrs.  Inez  C. 
Spivey,  Mrs.  Maude  C. 
Steed,  Mary  Leona 
Stout,  Catharine  M. 

Vuncannon,  Marvin 
Vuncannon,  Mrs.  Zelda 

Yarborough,  Arville 
Yarborough,  Mrs.  Addie  M. 
Yarborough,  Louise 
Young,  Mrs.  Ollie  E. 
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HISTORICAL  SKETCH 

Zion  Reformed  Church 


"The  name  of  this  congregation  shall  be  Zion  Reformed  Church, 
Thomasville,  N.  C":  Section  1  and  Article  1  of  a  Constitution  that 
was  adopted  at  the  initial  meeting,  February  7,  1909.  The  Rev.  W.  H. 
McNairy,  pastor  of  the  Thomasville  charge,  had  been  invited  to  the 
home  of  Mr.  J.  T.  Mendenhall  to  guide  a  group  who  wanted  to  begin 

a  new  congregation  in  the  coun- 
try northwest  of  Thomasville. 
At  this  meeting  two  Elders  were 
elected:  J.  T.  Mendenhall  and 
J.  W.  Veach;  also  two  Deacons: 
Levi  W.  Johnson  and  E.  W. 
Saintsing.  They  were  ordained 
and  installed  at  the  same  time. 
Mr.  George  Saintsing  offered  a 
lot  for  the  building  of  a  church. 
It  was  accepted.  Two  commit- 
tees were  appointed:  a  Building 
committee,  Levi  W.  Johnson, 
G.  W.  Saintsing  and  Robert 
Kennedy;  a  Finance  committee, 
J.  T.  Mendenhall,  J.  W.  Veach 
and  Wm.  A.  Ensley. 

ZION  ADMITTED  INTO 
THE  CLASSIS  OF  N.  C. 

The  next  meeting  was  also  in 
a  home,  March  14,  just  5  weeks 
after  the  initial  meeting.  Rev. 
W.  H.  McNairy  preached  a  ser- 
mon. The  names  of  29  members 
were  read  and  recorded,  all 
having  obtained  "certificates" 
of  membership  from  other 
churches.  On  the  second  Sunday  in  April,  12  members  were  added 
to  the  roll  by  certificate,  and  again  on  the  fourth  Sunday  11  others. 
In  less  than  3  months  52  had  been  received  into  the  membership  of 
the  congregation  that  was  ready  to  come  into  the  Classis  of  North 
Carolina.  The  Classis  met  in  the  First  Reformed  Church  in  Greens- 
boro following  the  fourth  Sunday  in  April.  The  first  "overture"  was 
the  request  of  Zion  Reformed  Church  to  be  received  by  the  Classis. 
It  was  adopted.    The  congregation  was  enrolled  and  referred  to  the 


Rev.  W.  H.  McNairy 
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committee  on  Missions.  Elder  John  W.  Veach  was  seated  as  a  properly 
elected  delegate.  There  was  another  "overture,"  a  request  from  Zion 
congregation  for  aid  in  the  erection  of  a  building.  The  sum  asked 
was  $200.00.  The  request  was  granted.  The  statistical  report  for 
Zion  congregation  had  two  items:  52  members,  and  raised  for  congre- 
gational purposes  $1400.00. 

The  two  committees  appointed  at  the  initial  meeting  worked.  In 
less  than  3  months  a  beautiful  chapel  had  been  erected  and  all  paid 
except  the  amount  of  the  grant  asked  of  the  Classis.  The  members, 
and  many  people  of  the  community,  donated  timber,  labor,  and  all 
that  goes  into  the  building  of  a  House  of  God.  The  report  of  the 
committee  on  "Religion  and  Statistics"  that  year  includes  this :  ua 
new  and  thriving  congregation  has  been  organized  near  Thomasville." 
Later  in  the  sessions  the  committee  on  Missions  recommended  that 
"Zion  Reformed  Church  be  committed  to  the  care  of  Rev.  D.  E. 
Bowers."  Rev.  W.  H.  McNairy  had  retired  from  the  active  ministry 
for  a  season. 

REV.  DAVID  E.  BOWERS 

The  new  pastor  threw  himself  into  the  work  with  an  evangelistic 
zeal  and  passion.  Before  the  end  of  the  current  year  he  had  added 
66  members  by  Certificate,  by  Baptism  and  Confirmation,  and  by 
Renewals  of  Profession.  Some  of  the  members  remember  the  day. 
Those  coming  forward  filled  the  chancel,  and  the  center  aisle  all  the 
way  to  the  door.  On  December  14  of  that  year  Zion  again  overtured 
Classis  to  be  placed  in  a  new  charge  with  Bethel  Church  in  the  western 
section  of  High  Point.  Rev.  David  E.  Bowers  had  resigned  from  the 
pastorate  at  Waughtown  and  had  moved  to  High  Point,  and  so  con- 
tinued pastor. 

REV.  C.  C.  WAGONER 

The  Rev.  C.  C.  Wagoner  became  pastor  of  the  Bethel-Zion  charge 
October  8,  1912.  He  served  with  faithfulness  in  building  the  member- 
ship into  a  stronger  fellowship  of  believers.  At  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Classis,  May  15,  1913,  Zion  was  placed  in  the  new  Emanuel  charge. 
From  that  time  the  pastors  at  Zion  are  those  of  the  Emanuel  church. 
However,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wagoner  continued  to  supply  Zion  for  almost 
a  year  till  the  coming  of  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Swartz. 

THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  ROOMS 

The  first  Church,  a  one  room  building,  soon  became  overcrowded. 
The  Sunday  School  needed  room.  In  the  year  1926,  7  Sunday  School 
rooms  were  added,  and  also  a  portico  was  built  to  the  front  of  the 
Church.  Two  of  these  rooms  are  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  pulpit 
and  can  be  used  as  "transcept  rooms"  to  the  Sanctuary.  Seven  men 
came  forward  with  one  hundred  dollars  each  and  others  gave  gener- 
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ously.  The  work  was  pushed  to  completion  within  a  few  months. 
Later  in  the  fall  a  new  warm  air  heating  system  was  installed.  The 
cost  of  the  building  operation  was  as  much  as  the  first  cost  of  the 
church. 

Again  in  1934  the  young  men's  class  presented  a  bell  to  the  Church. 
A  small  tower  was  built,  and  the  Church  reroofed.  The  young  people 
presented  new  pulpit  furniture  in  1935. 

NEW  PEWS 

In  the  year  1938  new  and  modern  hardwood  pews  were  placed  in 
the  Sanctuary  and  the  two  Transcept  rooms  at  a  cost  of  $913.20.  In 
1939  the  walls  of  the  Sanctuary  were  plastered  and  the  ceiling  celo- 
texed  at  a  cost  of  $240.00.  The  work  in  the  seating  and  beautifying 
the  Church  was  a  project  of  the  Ladies  Aid  Society.  This  organiza- 
tion for  the  women  of  the  Church  had  its  beginning  August  1934. 
They  have  31  members  enrolled.  Their  monthly  meetings  are  looked 
upon  as  the  one  meeting  which  no  one  can  afford  to  miss.  In  the 
year  1939  the  "Honor  Roll  Class"  of  the  Sunday  School  presented  a 
large  oil  painting  of  Jesus  in  Gethsemane  (Hoffman)  as  a  memorial 
to  Mrs.  Clayton  Hilton.  It  hangs  above  the  pulpit.  One  hundred 
copies  of  "Devotional  Hymns"  were  placed  in  the  Church  at  the 
Christmas  1939. 

THE  ELDERS  AND  DEACONS 

At  the  first  meeting  two  elders  were  elected,  ordained  and  installed : 
namely  John  W.  Veach  and  J.  T.  Mendenhall.  Their  successors  in 
office  are:  Z.  Burgess  Morris,  W.  Frank  Burton,  Z.  Mack  Veach, 
William  T.  Murphy,  J.  M.  Cecil,  Henry  C.  Culler,  D.  Rufus  Kennedy, 
H.  Vaughnie  Ragan,  John  L.  Sink,  William  A.  Ensley,  George  W. 
Ensley,  Jay  Hilton,  James  L.  Hilton,  Robert  Kennedy,  Wesley  M. 
Veach,  John  F.  Myers,  W.  Early  Proctor,  and  Stamey  L.  Cecil.  The 
following  have  served  in  the  office  of  Deacon:  E.  W.  Saintsing,  Levi 
W.  Johnson,  W.  Frank  Burton,  H.  Vaughnie  Ragan,  Noah  Cecil,  John 
T.  Hilton,  John  L.  Sink,  Everette  C.  Hilton,  James  L.  Hilton,  John 
L.  Sink,  James  L.  Hilton,  J.  Linville  Kennedy,  D.  Rufus  Kennedy, 
Wesley  Veach,  George  W.  Shoaf,  Stamey  L.  Cecil,  Early  B.  Jones, 
Eugene  M.  Ensley,  W.  Early  Proctor,  Paul  Veach,  Claude  Lee  Sink, 
J.  Vann  Cashatt,  W.  Vincent  Perryman,  and  Fonzo  Sink. 

The  following  have  served  as  Superintendents  of  Sunday  School: 
J.  T.  Mendenhall,  John  W.  Veach,  Z.  Mack  Veach,  Wm.  A.  Ensley, 
M.  L.  Cashatt,  Asa  C.  Jones,  Early  B.  Jones,  Everette  C.  Hilton, 
Claude  Lee  Sink,  Clayton  Hilton  and  Fonzo  Sink. 
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THE  CONSISTORY— 1940 


Rev.  William  C. 


Lyerly,  President 


Elden 


Deacons 


Stamey  L.  Cecil 
James  L.  Hilton 
Early  Proctor 


Wesley  M.  Veach 
John  L.  Sink 


J.  Van  Cashatt,  Sec.-Treas. 
Claude  Lee  Sink 
J.  Linville  Kennedy 
W.  V.  Perryman 
Fonzo  Sink 


Church  Pianist:  Miss  Pauline  Hedgecock.  Choir  Leader,  E.  C. 
Hilton. 

Members  communing,  116.    Supporting  the  Church,  170. 

The  Sunday  School:  Fonzo  Sink,  Superintendent.  Teachers:  Mrs. 
Eugene  Ensley,  Mrs.  A.  P.  Frazier,  Mrs.  D.  C.  Veach,  Claude  Lee 
Sink,  Mrs.  William  Murphy,  Mrs.  J.  Vann  Cashatt,  W.  V.  Perryman, 
Mrs.  Martha  Simpkins  and  E.  C.  Hilton.  Enrolled  1939,  262.  Aver- 
age attendance  145.    Total  offerings  $196.12. 

The  Ladies  Aid  Society:  Mrs.  Woodrow  Kennedy,  President.  Mem- 
bers, 31. 

The  Christian  Endeavor  Society.  Miss  Doris  Hilton,  President. 
Members,  27. 


ROLL  OF  MEMBERS 


Ball,  Mrs.  Clara  J. 
Beck,  Mrs.  Hattie 
Berrier,  Mrs.  Clarice 
Bodenheimer,  Emma 
Boles,  Mrs.  Alice  L. 
Bowers,  Mrs.  Florence 
Bowers,  Roy 
Bowers,  Mrs.  Mattie 
Boswell,  Mrs.  Thelma 
Brown,  Mrs.  Wilma 
Burton,  Mrs.  Vergie 
Burton,  Virginia 


Cecil,  Ronald  Jahue 
Cecil,  Mrs.  Ethel  S. 
Cecil,  Mrs.  Mary  E. 
Cecil,  Mrs.  Nora  P. 
Cecil,  Mrs.  Edith  S. 
Cecil,  Vera  Leigh 


Craven,  Mrs.  Gladys  J. 
Craven,  Mrs.  Mildred  S. 
Craver,  Mrs.  Gertrude  S. 


Cecil,  Mrs.  Mary  W. 
Clodfelter,  Lee 


Crotts,  Mrs.  Geneva  E. 


Carroll,  Mrs.  Lillian 
Cashatt,  J.  Vann 


Culler,  Mrs.  Lizzie 
Culler,  Sherrill 
Culler,  W.  Hobart 
Culler,  Mrs.  Elma  R. 


Cashatt,  Mrs.  Eva  C. 
Cecil,  Mrs.  Serena  I. 
Cecil,  Stamey  L. 


Cecil,  Mrs.  Florence  S 
Cecil,  Clyde  Lee 


Darr,  Mrs.  Minnie  J. 
Duggins,  Mrs.  Courtney  R. 
Dunlap,  Wheeler 


Cecil,  Rowlin  Melvin 
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ROLL  OF  MEMBERS  (Continued) 


Edwards,  Mrs.  Maggie  V. 
Embler,  Mrs.  Susie  L. 
Ensley,  Eugene 
Ensley,  Mrs.  Fern  F. 
Ensley,  Harold  E. 
Ensley,  M.  Clarice 
Ensley,  Mary  Ruth 
Ensley,  Mrs.  Glenna  J. 
Ensley,  Grady  H. 
Ensley,  W,  McCoy 
Ensley,  Mrs.  Sally  W. 
Everhart,  Mrs.  Alma  E. 

Frazier,  Mrs.  Blanche  V. 
Frye,  Mrs.  Ailene  S. 

Harvey,  Mrs.  Pearl 
Hayworth,  Mrs.  Vada 
Hayworth.  Mrs.  Nora 
Hilton,  Mrs.  Flora 
Hilton,  Amy 
Hilton,  Harvey 
Harrison,  Mrs.  Dora 
Hilton,  Preston 
Hilton,  Clayton 
Hilton,  James  L. 
Hilton,  Jacob  M. 
Hilton,  Melchoir 
Hilton,  Mrs.  Mamie  H. 
Hilton,  John  T. 
Hilton,  Vergil 
Hilton,  Mrs.  Nova  L. 
Hilton,  Everette  C. 
Hilton,  Mrs.  Lena  C. 
Hilton,  Ray 
Hilton,  Mrs.  Clara  L. 
Hilton,  E.  Perry 
Hilton,  Mrs.  Florence  K. 
Hilton,  Forest 
Hilton,  B.  DeLoyd 
Hilton,  Mrs.  Edna  Mae 
Hilton,  Doris  K. 

Johnson,  Levi  W. 
Johnson,  Mrs.  Annie  M. 
Johnson,  Nolan 
Johnson,  Delilah 
Johnson,  Alberta 
Johnson,  L.  Beecher 
Johnson,  Calvin 
Johnson,  Mrs.  Gladys  S. 
Johnson,  Mrs.  Alice  M. 
Johnson,  Ruby  Maxine 
Johnson,  Roberta  L. 
Jones,  Early  B. 
Jones,  Mrs.  Bessie  J. 
Jones,  Charles  R. 


Jones,  James  C. 
Jones,  Asa  C. 
Jones,  Raeford 
Jones,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Jones,  Baxter 
Jones,  Audrey  Jane 

Kennedy,  D.  Rufus 
Kennedy,  Mrs.  Mary  J. 
Kennedy,  Stella 
Kennedy,  Lillie 
Kennedy,  Lizzie 
Kennedy,  Randall 
Kennedy,  Mrs.  Thelma  N. 
Kennedy,  Colon 
Kennedy,  Frances 
Kennedy,  Roberta 
Kennedy,  Robert 
Kennedy,  Mrs.  Etta  B. 
Kennedy,  Jessie  Grey 
Kennedy,  Woodrow 
Kennedy,  Mrs.  Mildred  C. 
Kennedy,  Robert  L. 
Kennedy,  J.  Linville 
Kennedy,  Mrs.  Etta  C. 
Kennedy,  Novella 
Kennedy,  Hubert 
Kennedy,  Mrs.  Maggie  L. 

Leonard,  Mrs.  Ila  Mae 
Loggins,  Mrs.  Mildred  P. 

McGee,  Mrs.  Zella  S. 

Myers,  John  F. 

Myers,  Mrs.  Lavada  M. 

Myers,  Bertha 

Myers,  Ralph 

Myers,  Ray 

Myers,  Frank 

Myers,  Mrs.  Alta  J. 

Myers,  John  W. 

Myers,  David 

Myers,  Mrs.  Wilma  K. 

Myers,  Mrs.  Treva  P. 

Mendenhall,  Mrs.  Lula  E. 

Murphy,  Mrs.  Catharine  E. 

Murphy,  Charles 

Murphy,  Mrs.  Shirley  K. 

Murphy,  Mrs.  Essie  Mae 

Payne,  Mrs.  Paul 
Payne,  Mrs.  Stella  V. 
Payne,  Gorrell  V. 
Payne,  Mrs.  Annice  V. 
Payne,  Arson 
Payne,  John  Vestal 
Payne,  Peggy  Veach 
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ROLL  OF  MEMBERS  (Continued) 


Payne,  Alfred 
Payne,  Gifford 
Payne,  Pauline 
Payne,  Mrs,  Irene  K. 
Pope,  Edna  E. 
Proctor,  W.  Early 
Proctor,  Mrs.  Sara  S. 
Proctor,  Bascomb 
Proctor,  Mrs.  Bertha  A. 
Proctor,  Roby  H. 
Perryman,  W.  Vincent 
Perryman,  Mrs.  Willa  Mae 
Ragan,  H.  Vaughnie 
Ragan,  Lucile 
Ragan,  Cromer 
Ragan,  Helena  E. 
Ragan,  Shirley 
Ragan,  Lacy 

Saintsing,  Mrs.  Susan 
Saintsing,  Arkless 
Saintsing,  Mrs.  Stella  B. 
Saintsing,  Ellen  Mae 
Saintsing,  Fred  Morris 
Saintsing,  Clarence 
Saintsing,  Mrs.  Annie  C. 
Saintsing,  Marshall  L. 
Saintsing,  Mrs.  Abbie  W. 
Saintsing,  Grace 
Saintsing,  Mrs.  Ennis  S. 
Saintsing,  Royal 
Saintsing,  Mrs.  Pauline  K. 
Sink,  John  L. 
Sink,  Mrs.  Elsie  C. 
Sink,  Lloyd 
Sink,  Ralph  G. 
Sink,  Leland 
Sink,  Mrs.  Ruby  L. 


Sink,  Claude  Lee 
Sink,  Mrs.  Dorothy  P. 
Sink,  Melvin  L. 
Sink,  Mrs.  Nina  K. 
Sink,  Mary  Snow- 
Sink,  Mrs.  Dora  Belle 
Sink,  Fonzo 
Sink,  Mrs.  Josephine 
Simpkins,  Mrs.  Martha 
Shoaf,  Fosecue 
Shoaf,  Mrs.  Annie  S. 
Shoaf,  George  W. 
Shoaf,  Mrs.  Eppie  P. 
Stone,  Mrs.  Carmel  P. 

Turner,  Jesse 

Turner,  Mrs.  Annice  M. 

Veach,  Mrs.  Loretta  J. 
Veach,  Mrs.  Flora  C. 
Veach,  Paul 
Veach,  Wesley  M. 
Veach,  Mrs.  Lola  M. 
Veach,  Loraine 
Veach,  D.  Clarence 
Veach,  Mrs.  Effie  P. 
Veach,  Henry  M. 
Wall,  Mrs.  Mary  W. 
Westmoreland,  Pattie 
Walker,  Emery 
Walker,  Mrs.  Peachie  D. 
Walker,  Wanda 
Whitacre,  Mrs.  Arlene  E. 
Wade,  Mrs.  Dora  P. 
Ward,  Mrs.  Dorothy  M. 
Walker,  Mrs.  Leola  H. 
Warner,  Mrs.  Edithe  M. 
Watson,  Mrs.  Edithe  H. 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


The  sources  from  which  this  record  is  made  are  very  largely  the 
record  books  of  the  three  churches,  all  of  them  incomplete.  The 
Emanuel  congregation  has  5  books,  3  of  them  more  than  50  years  old. 
The  Calvary  Congregation  has  the  original  record  book  in  use.  The 
Zion  congregation  has  two  record  books  (ledgers),  much  of  which  is 
to  be  transcribed  into  a  permanent  Church  Record.  The  Minutes  of 
the  Classis,  1889-1939,  have  been  consulted.  Quotations  marked  *  are 
from  the  Centennial  History  of  Davidson  County  by  the  Rev.  J.  C. 
Leonard,  D.  D.,  and  are  used  by  permission.  Some  of  the  older  mem- 
bers of  the  churches  gave  valuable  information. 

The  Consistory  of  Emanuel  Church  authorized  this  publication  and 
appointed  a  Committee:  Jesse  E.  Myers,  W.  Thomas  Fouts  and  R. 
McCoy  Grimes  to  approve  the  manuscript.  The  Consistory  of  Calvary 
Church  approved  the  part  that  refers  to  their  congregation.  The 
Consistory  of  Zion  Church  were  informed  concerning  this  work. 


October  29,  1939,  at  the  125th  Anniversary,  a  few  of  the  younger 
men  offered  help  in  the  publication  of  a  brief  historical  book  of  their 
church.  Others  were  solicited  and  responded.  These  have  furnished 
almost  enough  to  pay  for  this  publication: 


Henry  W.  Kennedy,  Jr. 

Fred  Bodenheimer 

Mrs.  Fred  Bodenheimer 

Boyd  C.  Fouts 

Ezwell  Myers 

Miss  Addie  Rea  Myers 

W.  T.  Fouts 

R.  M.  Grimes 

Miss  Nina  Sullivan 

H.  W.  Fouts 

Brown  Fouts 

Harry  Fouts 

Jesse  R.  Myers 

Willis  Myers 

Ernest  Myers,  Sr. 


M.  R.  Harris,  Jr. 

R.  L.  Lopp 

Miss  Kathleen  Lopp 

C.  C.  Alexander 
Hite  Lambeth 
Curtis  Bowers 
Robert  Hinkle 
Clifton  Black 
Arthur  Black 
Robert  Russell 
J.  Vann  Cashatt 
Claude  Lee  Sink 

D.  Clarence  Veach 
Fonzo  Sink 
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